
AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & the Clare City Commission 

FROM: Jeremy Howard, City Manager 

DATE: February 11, 2021 

RE: Resolution Allowing Written Protest For Tax Assessment by Residents 

 

For the Agenda of February 15, 2021 

 

 

Background.   The Board of Review is a three-member board of City taxpayers appointed annually 

by the Clare City Commission. The existence of the Board of Review is required under the 

Michigan General Property tax law, Act 206, 1893, as amended, as well as the Charter of the City 

of Clare.  The Board of Review meets each March to receive petitions from property owners 

requesting valuation adjustments to their property and each July and December to consider 

administrative corrections to the tax roll.  

 

State law has always allowed non-residents to protest and submit appeals to the Board of Review 

in writing, however residents were not allowed to protest in writing unless the local unit of 

government passes a resolution that specifically allows them to do so.   

 

Due to the effects of the pandemic, this option for residents is now being recommended by City 

Assessor Edie Hunter.  The city has also changed how we will be conducting the meetings for the 

March Board of Review which will be conducted via Zoom.  If a resident is uncomfortable with 

using Zoom, they would have the option of submitting their request via a written appeal instead if 

the commission approves the proposed resolution. 

 

Issues & Questions Specified.  Should the City Commission approve the resolution allowing 

written protest for tax assessment by residents? 

  

Alternatives.   

1. Approve the resolution allowing written protest for tax assessment by residents. 

2. Deny the resolution allowing written protest for tax assessment by residents. 

3. Defer/delay decision of this matter to a subsequently scheduled City Commission 

meeting. 

  

Financial Impact.   None.    

 

Recommendation.  I recommend that the City Commission approve the resolution allowing 

written protest for tax assessment by residents by adoption of Resolution 2021-013 (copy att’d). 

  

Attachments.   

1. Resolution 2021-013.   

 



 

RESOLUTION 2021-013 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION TO ALLOW LOCAL 

RESIDENTS TO PROTEST IN WRITING TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW. 

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Property Tax Act MCL 211.30 (8) allows governing bodies to waive the 

requirement for residents to protest their tax assessments in person; and 

 

WHEREAS, allowing residents to protest their tax assessments in writing, will provide for an additional 

option to protest said tax assessment, ease the burden on the taxpayer, assessor, and Board of Review; and  

 

WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and regulations placed on public gatherings and 

meetings, and for the welfare of all parties it is deemed necessary to make additional offerings. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in order to ensure that all taxpayers have an equal 

opportunity to be heard by the Board of Review, the City of Clare City Commission hereby resolves that 

the Board of Review shall be allowed to receive written correspondence of protest regarding assessments 

for resident taxpayers from the second Monday in March until it adjourns from the public hearings for 

which it meets to hear such protests.  All notices of assessment change and all advertisements of Board of 

Review meetings are to include a statement that the resident taxpayers may protest by written 

correspondence to the Board; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that written protests shall remain in force until such time as the 

City Council for the City of Clare votes to rescind this resolution. 

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY 

RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner _____ supported by Commissioner ______.  

The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

YEAS:           

 

NAYS:           

 

ABSENT:      

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 15th day of February, 2021. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

    Diane Lyon, Clare City Clerk 


